
      If you want a better understanding of our faith, and a deeper relationship 
with God, then you should join us for The Bible Timeline Study, beginning 
September 21st at 7:00 pm at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  A registration 
form is inserted into this bulletin. 
     The study will include a series of twenty-four videos presented by Jeff 
Cavins, preceded by a lively group discussion that will be facilitated by three 
parishioners, Eric Burton, Keith Knutilla and Dan Landess.  Everyone who 
participates will receive a color-coded Bible Timeline Chart as well as a The 
Bible Timeline Study Kit.  The cost is $25.00. 
     A special feature of the study is online access to watch the videos at your 
convenience should you be unable to attend a session or just want to review 
the material again. 
     The Logan County Catholic Community will begin The Bible Timeline on 
September 21st at 7:00 pm at the Knights of Columbus Hall. 



HOLY FAMILY ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH, LINCOLN, ILLINOIS                                  SEPTEMBER 4, 2016
 ST. MARY’S ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH, ATLANTA, ILLINOIS 

 ST. PATRICK’S ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH, ELKHART, ILLINOIS 

 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH, MT. PULASKI, ILLINOIS 

SCRIPTURE  
READINGS  

FOR THIS WEEK 

Monday, September 5 

1 Corinthians 5:1-8 / Psalm 
5:5-7,12 / Luke 6:6-11 

Tuesday, September 6 

1 Corinthians 6:1-11 / Psalm 
149:1-6,9 / Luke 6:12-19 

Wednesday, September 7 

1 Corinthians 7:25-31 / 
Psalm 45:11-12,14-17 /  

Luke 6:20-26 

Thursday, September 8 

Micah 5:1-4 or Romans 8:28-

30 / Psalm 13:6 /  
Matthew 1:1-16,18-23 

Friday, September 9 

1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-27 / 
Psalm 84:3-6,8,12 /  

Luke 6:39-42 

Saturday, September 10 

1 Corinthians 10:14-22 / 
Psalm 116:12-13,17-18 / 

Luke 6:43-49 

Sunday, September 11 

Exodus 32:7-11,13-14 / 
Psalm 51:3-4,12-13,17,19 / 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 /  
Luke 15:1-32 

23rd Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

Cycle C 

Jesus tells the crowd that 
only those who renounce 
all of their possessions can 
be His disciples.  Is He 
truly asking us to give up 
everything?  Perhaps 
instead He is trying to help 
us see that everything we 
think we own is really a 
gift from God.  Good 
stewards know that and 
strive to use those gifts 
accountably.  

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED! 

Each week on Tuesday 
evening, RCIA Classes are 
held for those who desire to 
know about the Catholic faith.  

Our sessions are divided so that there is a “break” during the sessions, with light refreshments available.  Volunteers are 
needed to prepare snacks for each session.  Snacks may be simple treats of any kind . . . cookies, fresh fruit, crackers/
cheese, etc.  If you are able and willing to prepare the snacks periodically during this year, please call Crystal Tibbs at (217) 
735-2035.  The treats are to be brought to the Casa on Monday or Tuesday.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASSES FOR THIS WEEK 

 

Monday, September 5 

   7:00 am  Kay Brown by Janet & Jerry Langenbahn (Holy Family) 
   9:00 am        Recitation of the Rosary (St. Mary’s)     

Tuesday, September 6 

   5:00 pm Carlton Dehner by Margaret Peifer (Holy Family) 
[followed with Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena] 

 

Wednesday, September 7 

   7:00 am  All Souls (Holy Family)    
 8:00 am Communion Service (St. Patrick’s) 
   8:30 am  John “Jack” Kuznik by Family (Holy Family) 
      

Thursday, September 8-The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

   7:00 am  Alonzo “Lee” Mills by Janet & Jerry Langenbahn (Holy Family) 
 11:00 am  Alice Winterbauer (Vonderlieth Living Center) 
  12 Noon   Recitation of the Rosary (Holy Family) 
2-5:30 pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament [with Exposition of the Blessed 

  Sacrament] (Holy Family) 
   5:30 pm    Divine Mercy Chaplet Meditation (Holy Family) 
 

Friday, September 9-St. Peter Claver 
   7:00 am  Connie McCullough by Susan Cosgrove (Holy Family) 
 10:30 am  Jerry Overbey by John & Barb Blackburn (Timber Creek Village)    

Saturday, September 10 

   4:00 pm  All Souls (St. Patrick’s) 
   5:00 pm         John “Jack” Barrick by Linda (Holy Family) 
 

Sunday, September 11-Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
   8:00 am  Jeanne Parrish by the Bear Fan Family (Holy Family) 
 8:30 am Glenn Bottrell by Family (St. Patrick’s) 
 9:00 am Roman & Eileen Lach by Mike Lach (St. Mary’s) 
 10:00 am Frances McCormick by Pat Sullivan (Holy Family) 
 10:30 am Duane Jarnagin & Catherine Johnston by Shirley Buckner (St. Thomas  
  Aquinas) 
 

NOTE:  Reconciliation at Holy Family Church, Lincoln, is held each Tuesday from 4:30-  
   4:55 pm and each Saturday from 3:45-4:30 pm.   

 Reconciliation at St. Mary’s Church, Atlanta, is held prior to the 9 am Sunday  
   Mass. 
             Reconciliation at St. Patrick’s Church, Elkhart, is held each Saturday from 3:15- 

   3:45 pm. 
             Reconciliation at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Mt. Pulaski, is held prior to the  
   10:30 am Sunday Mass. 
 

Based on the availability of clergy, this schedule is subject to change.  Please check the 
parish calendar on the website for any changes or additions. 



ST. MARY’S, ST. MARY’S, ST. MARY’S, ST. MARY’S, ATLANTAATLANTAATLANTAATLANTA    

~Ministry Schedule for Sunday, September 
11:  Reader-Laura O’Donnell; Servers-Paige 
Finchum & Greyson VanWye; Greeters & Gift 
Bearers-Paul & Vicki Eckert 

~Altar & Rosary Society will meet on Tuesday, 
September 13 at 6 pm in St. Mary’s Church. 

~Cleaning/Coffee & Donuts Committee for  
September is Kathy Nicholas, Laura O’Donnell & 
Jessica Nicholas. 
 

ST. PATRICK’S, ST. PATRICK’S, ST. PATRICK’S, ST. PATRICK’S, ELKHARTELKHARTELKHARTELKHART    

~CCD Registration Forms are available for the 
students of St. Patrick's.  They are located on the 
table in the Entrance Way.  One Registration Form 
per family is needed and one Medical Form per 
student is needed. 

~Next Coffee & Donuts will be held on Sunday, 
September 25, after the 8:30 am Mass.  Come join 
everyone for fun and fellowship. 

~Cleaning Schedule:  September 11 Karen 
Bender and Phil & Linda Koeberlein / September 18 
Janet & Steve Allen.  Please clean the week before 
you are assigned. 
 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS,ST. THOMAS AQUINAS,ST. THOMAS AQUINAS,ST. THOMAS AQUINAS,    
MT. PULASKIMT. PULASKIMT. PULASKIMT. PULASKI    

~Coffee & Donuts will begin again this Sunday, 
September 4.  Come and join in the fellowship.   

PARISH COOKBOOK  PARISH COOKBOOK  PARISH COOKBOOK  PARISH COOKBOOK      
St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners are in the process 
of putting together a St. Thomas Aquinas Cookbook.  
Families from all our cluster parishes are invited to 
participate by submitting as many of their favorite 
recipes as possible.  When submitting recipes, 
please put name of the person submitting, phone 
number (in case we need to make contact), as well 
as “Parishioner of___”.   A recipe can also be 
submitted as “In Memory of ___,  Parishioner of 
___.”   Recipes can be emailed to Amanda at 
ajdoherty1980@gmail.com or placed in the Sunday 
collection basket, marked as a recipe for the 
cookbook.  We hope to have the cookbooks 
organized by Mt. Pulaski’s “Christmas On Vinegar 

Hill” weekend.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Jennifer at 
871-5302 or Jeanie at 792-5966.  
UPDATE:  We are still in need of 
recipes, especially main dishes and 
side dishes.  Please consider 
submitting recipes to help support 
the fundraiser.  Deadline date for 
submitting recipes is  
September 26, 2016. 

2016-2017 Tiny Seed & CCD  
Registration Classes 

     If you are needing your child to be signed up for 
Religious Education Classes, please do so as soon as 
possible.   
     Tiny Seed Classes, held at Carroll Catholic School, will 
begin on Sunday, September 25 at 9:45 am. 
     Holy Family/St. Mary’s CCD Classes will begin at 6 pm 
this Wednesday, September 7 @ Carroll School.  
     St. Patrick’s CCD Classes will begin next Sunday, 
September 11 immediately following the 8:30 am Mass. 

FAMILY LUNCHEONFAMILY LUNCHEONFAMILY LUNCHEONFAMILY LUNCHEON    
Parishioners, and families from all four parishes are invited 
to come to the first Family Luncheon for this school year to 
be held this Thursday, September 8, in the Carroll Catholic 
School cafeteria.  Lunch will begin at 11:45 am.  No fee 
required, but donations will be accepted. 

IT’S THAT TIME  

OF YEAR AGAIN!!! 
     All are invited to come and join the 
Adult Choir.  Our first rehearsal for this 
season will take place after the 8 am 
Mass in the Holy Family Church Choir 
Loft next Sunday, September 11. 
     Won’t you come share your gift of and 
interest in singing?     

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  
 

Sessions begin this Tuesday, September 6, at 
7 pm in the Casa (Lincoln).  For more 
information please contact Sister Mary Lou at 
srmarylou@logancountycatholic.org or call 
(217) 732-4019.  All are welcome. 

Come Pray the Rosary! 
Come join parishioners at 9 am this Monday, September 5, 
at St. Mary’s Church, Atlanta, to pray the Rosary.  A 
gathering to pray the Rosary takes place on the first 
Monday of each month. 

CENSUS PROJECT 

     Have you returned your parish census form?  If you 
need a census form, please check the main entrance of 
your parish church.  If no forms are available at your 
Church, or if you have any questions, please call the 
Parish Office (217) 732-4019. 

God is on the Move  

September Moment of Mercy 
Our September Moment of Mercy focuses on Eucharistic 
Adoration.  In this busy world of ours, many times it is hard 
to find a quiet moment.  God speaks to us in many ways 
and many times speaks to our heart while we are in 
silence.  It’s a time when we can give Jesus our worries, 
our prayers, our praise and thanksgiving and also ask for 
direction in how we can be “mercy” to others.  Make it a 
goal to go to Adoration for one hour this month and pray 
and listen to Jesus in the silence.  Holy Family has 
Adoration on Thursday afternoons.  Many other Catholic 
Churches in the Diocese, and close by, have 24 hour 
Adoration such as Epiphany (in Normal), Blessed 
Sacrament (in Springfield) and St. Matthews (in 
Champaign).  Search out the times and locations on the 
Internet and give this time to Jesus.  You’ll be glad you did. 



Through the mercy of God, may they rest in peace. 
 

Codie Ray Cheatham,  Earl D. “Farmer” Davis, Jr., 
Betty J. Hickey, Dr. George J. Kleist, Lora Schertz 
(sister of Valerie Conrady) and Louis John Sovcik 

Remember the following  
in your prayers:   

Rose Rupnik, Anne Lowry, Anna 
Beckers, Les Jarnagin, Steve 
Coogan, Tom Romer, Mike Lowry, 
Paul Lowry, Marilyn Talmage, Gay 
(Ruble) Conder, Matthew Lowry, 
Richard Gleason, Elijah Cox, Harriett 
Richardson, Guinevere Decker, Laura Saladino, Joan 
Lewis, Boone O’Donoghue, Ruth Young, David Olson, 
Dwayne Dingman, Jeff Mileham, Rodney Alberts, Jill 
Alberts, Dorothy Hummel, Jan Loeffelholz, Linda Wright, 
Ben Velasco, Alice Jodlowski and all the members of the 
armed forces of our country.  If you would like to add a 
name to the list, call the office at (217) 732-4019 or email 
mklohrenz@logancountycatholic.org 

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE     

PRAY PRAY PRAY PRAY     

FOR FOR FOR FOR     

THE THE THE THE     

SICKSICKSICKSICK  

SAVE THE DATES!SAVE THE DATES!SAVE THE DATES!SAVE THE DATES!    
Sunday, October 23 a Capital Campaign Spaghetti Dinner 
will be held from 11 am-2:30 pm.  Proceeds will go towards 
the restoration of the Holy Family Church bell, which is 
currently in storage.  More info to follow in future bulletins. 
Friday, November 18 the Carroll Catholic Drawdown will 
be held at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 
Lincoln.  Dinner will be served at 6 pm with 
the Drawdown following.  The major prize 
winners will be drawn first, from the grand 
prize through 5th place.  They will be 
announced in reverse order only after 
drawing all remaining tickets.  1st place is 
$5,000; 2nd place is $2,500; 3rd place is $1,000; 4th place 
is $500; 5th place is $250 and Biggest Loser $200.  Every 
25th ticket drawn will receive $100 the night of the 
drawdown.  Early Bird Drawing ($500) will take place on 
November 1, with ticket replaced back in with the 
others for the November 18th drawing.  Price of one ticket 
is $100 which includes dinner for two.  Tickets can be 
purchased from a Carroll School parent, Charlie Williams 
(737-9619) or Nan Lockenour (737-3458).  Purchase your 
tickets now——only 350 available. 
Saturday, November 12 a Leadership Encounter will be 
held at Carroll Catholic School.  Registration fee is $30, 
which includes food for the day and a workbook.  Fee is 
due by October 22; late fee is $35, and must be received by 
October 29.  The encounter will begin at 9 am, end at 4:30 
pm, and will be followed by the 5 pm Mass.  Watch future 
bulletins for more information! 

OTHER NOTABLE EVENTS 
“Harvesting the Fruits of Discipleship”  This Adult 
Enrichment Conference is for all elementary & secondary 
school principals & teachers, pastors & pastoral 
administrators, directors & coordinators of religious 
education, catechists, directors of RCIA, liturgists & 
liturgical musicians and all other adults desiring personal 
faith growth to be held on Friday & Saturday, November 4/5 
at the Decatur Conference Center & Hotel, Decatur, Illinois.  
Keynote speaker will be Greg Willits (author & host of “The 
Catholics Next Door”).  Cost is $50 for both days and $40 
for one day.  Contact the Office for Catechesis at (217) 698-

8500, Ext. 178 or cmalmevik@dio.org or visit dio.org/
catechesis/daec for up-to-date information.  This 
conference is sponsored by the Office for Catechesis and 
the Diocese of Springfield, Illinois. 

Prayer Chain  
The way to request prayers is to send an email to lcc4-      
prayer-chain@googlegroups.com. Your Prayer Request will       
then be sent to all members of our Prayer Chain. If you  
would like to subscribe to the prayer chain, follow the “Join  
Prayer Chain” link located on the Logan County Catholic  
website. When your web browser opens you will see two  
options. Click on “Subscribe to this group” option. The next  
step will be to follow the instructions in the pop-up box. You  
should receive an email within 48 hours that indicates you 
have been accepted as a member of the prayer chain. If 
you have any questions call or email the Parish Office.  

   October 2016 Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
     Just as every member of a family suffers when a child dies 
of disease or in an accident, all relationships within a family are affected when a 
child is murdered by abortion, according to child and family psychiatrist, Dr. Phillip 
G. Ney. “There is nothing more damaging to a family than the abortion of one of its 
children”, he says. To avoid passing this damage on to future generations, families 
need to acknowledge their wounds and seek help. Acknowledging abortion loss can 
provide an avenue for deep emotional and spiritual healing that can serve as the 
framework to build on and address other important issues that will strengthen 
families. Encouraging family healing benefits both society and the Church.  Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreats offers a unique sensory based treatment which integrates 
emotional, spiritual, and psychological dimensions. This unique program provides 
“therapy for the soul,” a safe and gentle journey to open unspeakable wounds to the 
grace of God. The next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat in the Diocese of Peoria will be 
held October 28-30, 2016. For more information or to register, call (309) 264-

1489 or email rvrpeoria@gmail.com.  All communications are confidential. 

The Sanctuary Candle The Sanctuary Candle The Sanctuary Candle The Sanctuary Candle on the on the on the on the Altar Altar Altar Altar atatatat    . . .. . .. . .. . .    
    

Holy Family Church is lit this week  
In Memory of Paul Verderber 
requested by His Family. 

 

St. Patrick’s Church is lit this week  
In Memory of Tom Fedor 

requested by Louise & Family. 

FREE LUNCH &  

PRESENTATION 

Medicare BASICS 

 

Medicare Advantage Plans,  
Plan D, 

Open Enrollment and MORE! 
 

Bryan Padget,  

Illinois Department on Aging 

 

Friday, September 30, 12 Noon, 

at the Oasis Senior Center in Lincoln 

RSVP (217) 732-6132 



PIANO FOR SALE 
 

Kohler-Campbell Spinet 

Excellent Condi�on 

Call Parish Office 

(732-4019)  

or Ruth Freesmeier  

(217-314-0770)  

for details. 

ATTENTION YOUTH!   
The Logan County Joint Parish Council is looking for a new 
memberP..you!  This position requires a young person of 
at least 14 years old who is interested in sharing ideas for 
our Logan County Parish community from his or her unique 
perspective.  Please consider offering your ideas/voice 
during this important time for all four of our Logan County 
Catholic Parishes.  We encourage you to contact Father 
Laible at the Parish Office (732-4019), if you are interested. 

The Knights of Columbus Counsel 1250 will be 
holding their annual Tootsie Roll Drive on 
September 16th and 17th.  We are looking 
for volunteers to help collect donations and 
hand out tootsie rolls on the square near the 
Post Office and IGA from 12 Noon-6  pm September 16th 
and 8 am-2 pm on September 17th.  Please call Ryan 
Coughlin at (217) 750-2240 or the Knights of Columbus Hall 
at (217) 732-2548 to sign up for a two hour time block.  You 
can also sign up at the K of C Hall located at 217 Limit 
Street. 

Walk in Holy Cross & Calvary CemeteriesWalk in Holy Cross & Calvary CemeteriesWalk in Holy Cross & Calvary CemeteriesWalk in Holy Cross & Calvary Cemeteries    
Holy Cross and Calvary Cemeteries are being featured for the 
Saturday, September 17, walk being presented by the 
Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society.  The graves 
of Mrs. James Coogan, Nicholas Peifer, the Hickey Family, the 
Musick Family, Senator T. L. McGrath, Father James Tuohy, 
Courtney Savage, John Schwenoha, and the Madigan Family 
will be visited.  Presenters will be Judy Lumpp, Mrs. Coogan; 
Tom Peifer, Nicholas Peifer; Ron Keller as James T. Hickey; 
Barry King, a member of the Musick Family; Tim Becke, 
Senator McGrath; Tim McCormick,  Father Tuohy; Tim Searby,  

Courtney Savage; Tom McLaughlin,  John 
Schwenoha, also known as Coonhound 
Johnny; and Jonathan Wright, Edward 
Madigan.  A history of the Cemeteries will be 
given by tour guides and bottled water will be 
available for tour participants.  Admission will be 
by donation. Walks will begin at 9:30 am and 
continue until 11:30 am-each 15 minute interval. 
Walks will resume at 1 pm with the last walk of 
the day beginning at 3 pm.  A few golf carts will 
be available for transportation for those unable 
to walk the tour route. Chairs will be available 
throughout the walk, but participants may bring 
blankets. A portable toilet will be available. 
Those driving to the walk are asked to use the 
south entrance to the cemetery, which is 
adjacent to Old Union Cemetery south of 
Lincoln.  The Cemetery Walk is being made 
possible through grants from the Illinois 
Community Prairie Foundation, Thrivent and 
additional local sponsors.  The Logan County 
Genealogical Society is a not for profit 
organization which maintains a library and 
historical collection for Logan County and its 
communities and houses information on other 
Illinois countries and states. Of special interest 
is the Lincoln Room collection and items on 
other American presidents.  The research 
center is available free of charge, although 

there is a charge for extensive research performed by volunteer staff. Donations are accepted.  The Center will be open for 
touring and research Saturday, September 17, from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. It will reopen Sunday, September 18, from 10 am 
until 4 pm.  Normal hours are Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 11 am until 4 pm and the second and fourth Saturdays 
from 10 am until 1 pm. 

The Holy Family Food Pantry is asking 
that you bring with you to Mass, each 
Sunday, a food staple (fruit, macaroni 
& cheese, vegetable, soup, cereal, etc.) 
to help replenish the pantry shelves.  
For Holy Family there is a shopping 
cart located to the right in the main 

entrance, for St. Mary’s a box is provided in the 
gathering area, St. Patrick’s and St. Thomas Aquinas 
items may be left in the main entrance. Thank you for 
all your past support.    

($609.50) 

($1,815.83) 

($562.00) 

Totals do not include donations for:  Easter, Memorials, Food Pantry, Diocesan Collections, 

Estates, Utilities, Missionary Collections, Building Funds, Capital Campaigns  
and Miscellaneous Donations. 

St. Thomas Aquinas 

St. Patrick’s $1,270.00 $655.50 $5.00 

$1,025.00 $896.00 ($129.00) $0.00 

August 20/21, 2016 Weekly Offering Versus Budget Requirement 

Budget   

Requirement 

$5,884.17 

$613.00 

$200.00 

$0.00 

Holy Family  

St. Mary’s 

$7,900.00 

$1,175.00 

Parish 

Weekly 

Offering 

Weekly Budget       

Surplus/(Shortfall) 
Weekly Online             

Giving 

August 27/28, 2016 Weekly Offering Versus Budget Requirement 

Totals do not include donations for:  Easter, Memorials, Food Pantry, Diocesan Collections, 

Estates, Utilities, Missionary Collections, Building Funds, Capital Campaigns  
and Miscellaneous Donations. 

Budget   

Requirement Parish 

Holy Family  

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas Aquinas 

Weekly 

Offering 

Weekly Budget       

Surplus/(Shortfall) 

$7,900.00 $5,584.85 ($1,320.15) 

$1,175.00 $1,045.00 ($90.00) 

$1,270.00 $1,153.39 ($116.61) 

$1,025.00 $557.00 ($468.00) 

Weekly Online             

Giving 

$995.00 

$40.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 



SPONSOR A  
CANDLE!! 

If you would like to 
sponsor a sanctuary 
candle, please call  
Alicia Baker (217) 732-

4019 or email her at 
abaker@logancountyca
tholic.org 

JOURNEY TO EMMAUS:  A day of formation and retreat for those involved in 

Youth Ministry will take place on Saturday, October 1, at the Spalding Pastoral Center, Peoria, IL 
from 9 am-4 pm.  The special guest speaker, Kevin Bohli (Director of Youth Ministry for the 
Catholic Diocese of Arlington) will give talks on best practices in Youth Ministry and an introduction 
to our new YM curriculum available Diocesan wide called “Journey to Emmaus”.  There will also be 
free youth ministry giveaways, continental breakfast & lunch, prayer, morning Mass, praying 
Scripture, and Adoration.  There is no cost to attend.  Online registration is required by September 
28 at http://cdop.org/journey-to-emmaus/.  For questions call Shirley at (309) 671-1550.   

SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA 
     Saint Teresa of Calcutta, known for many years as Mother Teresa of Calcutta, was born on August 26, 1910 as Anjeze 
(Agnes) Gonxhe Bojakhiu in Skopje, Macedonia of Albanian heritage.  Her father died when she was eight years old leaving 
her devoutly religious mother to open a business to support the family.  Since a very young age, Agnes was very involved in 
parish activities.  She once said, “I was only 12 years old, living with my parents in Skopje, when I first sensed the desire to 
become a nun.  It was then that I realized that my call was to the poor.”  Then she left home in September 1929 for the 
Loreto Convent, Rathfarnam (Dublin), Ireland.  She was accepted as a postulant on October 12 and received the name of 
Teresa, after her patroness, St. Therese of Lisieux.  Agnes was sent by the convent order to India arriving in Calcutta on 
January 6, 1929.   There she took her final vows as a nun.   
     On a train journey from Calcutta to Darjeeling, on September 10, 1946, Mother Teresa received the “call within a call” 
which was the small mustard seed insight that grew into the missionaries of Charity family of Sisters, Brothers, Fathers, and 
Co-Workers, which was founded in 1950 after nearly a year and a half of lobbying to leave her convent and pursue her 
calling.  She believed her life mission was “to care for the hungry, the naked, the lepers, all those people who feel unwanted, 
unloved, uncared for throughout society, people that have become a burden to the society and are shunned by everyone.”  
     During the 1950’s and 1960’s she opened a leper colony, an orphanage, a nursing home, a family clinic, a hospice, 
centers for the blind, centers for the aged & disabled, many mobile health clinics, many schools, children’s & family 
counseling program and soup kitchens for the suffering & impoverished. 
     Mother Teresa became one of the first women to receive many awards such as:  The Pandra Shri prize (India’s 4th 
highest civilian award) for extraordinary service in 1962, the Pope John XXIII Peace Prize in 1971, the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1979 for her work, the John F. Kennedy International Award, Templeton Award for Progress in Religion and the Jawaharlal 
Nehru award.  Mother Teresa said that “leadership is persuasion, not domination; persons who can require others to do their 
bidding because of their power are not leaders.  Leadership only occurs when others willingly adopt, for a period of time, the 
goals of a group as their own.  Thus leadership concerns building cohesive and goal-oriented teams; there is a casual and 
definitional link leadership and team performance.”  She was a persistent and determined women which helped her to be a 
good leader and enabled her to accomplish her goals.  
     In an interview with Rev. Brian Kolodiejchuk (promoter of Mother Teresa’s cause) James Martin writes that Brian knew 
Mother Teresa the last 20 years of her life.  He states “she was very demanding, especially of her sisters at the same time 
was really motherly”.  He also says she was very ordinary, not standing out among the other sisters.  However, she would 
be noticed doing the small extras like genuflecting or taking holy water when entering.  She was very observant, Brian says, 
noticing if some of the sisters were not eating, what was said, or what kind of mood a person was in. 
     During years of deteriorating health, Mother Teresa continued to do her charitable works until just months before her 
death at age 87 on September 5, 1997.  The last 66 years of her life, she wrote many letters to her confessors and 
superiors.  She wished these letters to be destroyed because she feared people would think because of her struggle with 
faith, people would think “less of Jesus,” but the Vatican demanded they be saved as potential relics of a saint.  A candidate 
saint’s writings are the first stage of the canonization process. 
     Pope Francis took the step by signing a decree declaring that the inexplicable 2008 recovery of a Brazilian man who 
suddenly woke from a coma caused by a viral brain infection was due to the intercession of the Albanian nun, who died in 

1997.  The Rev. Brian Kolodiejchuk, said in a statement on Friday, December 
18, that the man fully recovered following his wife’s prayers and he has since 
returned to work as a mechanical engineer. The couple also have had two 
children. 
The pontiff’s action came three days after a Vatican panel of cardinals and 
bishops affirmed the judgment of medical experts and theologians who 
concluded that there was no medical explanation for the apparent cure. 
     On her tomb, located on the first level of the Motherhouse of the 
Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta, is written:  “Love one another as I have 
loved you.”  (St. John’s Gospel, Chapter 15) 
     She began her ministry with nothing; lived like and with the poor; was very 
humble and ordinary, yet very extraordinary simply because of her love and 
total commitment to the dignity of all people.  May we strive to exemplify her. 
 

References:  Biography of Mother Teresa of Calcutta by Binay Ashok Kujur (Brother Alphonse Kujur); America 
The National Catholic Review August 29-September 5, 2016 issue; The Priest, Our Sunday Visitor, Inc., 
September 2016 issue; Engage Our Sunday Visitor, Inc., August 2016 issue. 




