THE STORY OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
On December 9, 1531, in Mexico, Our Lady appeared to Juan
Diego, a poor humble Aztec Indian who had recently converted
to the Catholic faith. She asked him to go to the Bishop and tell
him to build a church where she said “I will show and offer all of
my love, my compassion, my help and my protection to my
people.”
Juan Diego did as she asked, but the Bishop asked for a sign
that this message was really from Our Lady. Mary granted his
request. On December 12, she showed Juan where the most
beautiful Castilian roses were and told him to gather them. It was
a miracle that the roses were there and in bloom because there
was frost on the ground, and the ground was an infertile place
where only cactus and thistles grew. After he gathered them, she
helped arrange them in his tilma, or poncho, and told him to
show them to the Bishop.
When he brought them to the Bishop, the Bishop was amazed
at the roses, but was even more amazed at what began to happen
to Juan Diego’s tilma. Right before their very eyes, the image of
Our Lady began to form on the cloth. The picture of Mary was
beautiful and the Bishop fell to his knees. He had the church built
at her request.
The tilma is still intact after 470 years. The colors have not
faded and the cloth has not deteriorated. It has been on display in
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe for all this time.
The manner in which Our Lady appeared on the tilma was very significant to the Aztec Indians. God had
her dressed in a way that they would understand who she was. She was dressed in royal clothes that showed
that she was very important, perhaps a queen. She also had the symbol of the cross at her neck which was the
same symbol the Spaniards had on their ships and in the churches they built. She had a sash tied around her
waist which meant that she was with child, for this was the way the Aztec women dressed when they were
pregnant. And on her beautiful dress were all sorts of designs and flowers. But there was one flower on her
dress that was very significant. It had only four petals. To the Aztecs, the four petal flower was the symbol
for the true God, the God above all gods. This flower was located on her abdomen, right over the place where
Jesus was growing inside of her. The Aztecs immediately understood that this was the mother of the true
God!
This appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe was very important to the history of our continent. You see,
the Aztec Indians and the Spaniards were on the brink of war. The Aztec Indians’ culture and religion were
very different from the Spaniards. They worshipped gods, to whom they would offer human sacrifices, often
killing 50,000 people a year. The Spaniards, who were Catholic, were naturally disgusted by this. But they
were cruel to the Aztecs too, treating them like animals and sometimes killing them for no reason. If a war
had occurred, it would have been very brutal and the Spaniards and Christianity would have been totally
wiped out.
Mary’s appearance changed everything, however. It helped the Indians to embrace Christianity and it
helped the Spaniards to treat the Indians with respect and as human beings. In the course of seven years,
6,000,000 Indians converted to the Catholic faith. This was the biggest conversion in the history of the
Church! This is why Our Lady of Guadalupe is the Patroness of the Americas. Juan Diego, the humble man
to whom she appeared, was canonized in the summer of 2002.
Mary’s appearance also put an end to the worship of stone gods and the ritual of human sacrifice. We pray
for Mary’s help today to bring an end to the human sacrifice of God’s children through abortion and to
convert non-believers. Our Lady of Guadalupe is also called the Patroness of the Unborn.
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Second Sunday
Of Advent
Cycle C
MASSES FOR THIS WEEK
Monday, December 7-St. Ambrose
7:00 am
No Mass at this time today.
9:00 am
Recitation of the Rosary (St. Mary’s)
(Vigil Masses for Holyday of ObligationImmaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary)
5:30 pm
Melody Bycroft Tharp by Crystal Tibbs (Holy Family)
6:00 pm
Stephen Schmidt by Mark & Kathy Nicholas (St. Mary’s)
6:30 pm
Duane Jarnagin by Cel & Don Jarboe (St. Thomas Aquinas)
Tuesday, December 8 (Holyday of Obligation-Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary)
8:30 am
William M. Hickey by John & Joyce Hickey (Holy Family)
6:00 pm
Beverly Buttell by Keith & Cynthia Knutilla (St. Patrick’s)
6:30 pm
William “Ronnie” Gober by Paul & Dixie Ross (Holy Family)
Wednesday, December 9-St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
7:00 am
John Schwalbach by the Knights of Columbus Council #1250 (Holy Family)
8:00 am
Communion Service (St. Patrick’s)
8:30 am
No Mass at this time today
Thursday, December 10
7:00 am
Laverne Berg by John & Marlene Accardo (Holy Family)
11:00 am
Special Intention [St. Thomas Aquinas CCD Students with November
Birthdays] (Vonderlieth Nursing Home)
12 Noon
Recitation of the Rosary (Holy Family)
2-5:30 pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament [with Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament] (Holy Family)
5:30 pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet Meditation (Holy Family)
7:00 pm
Carroll Catholic School Christmas Program
Friday, December 11-St. Damasus I
7:00 am
Roger Hinthorn (Holy Family)
10:30 am
Deceased Members of the George G. Dehner Family by the Estate
(Friendship Manor)
Saturday, December 12-Our Lady of Guadalupe
4:00 pm
All Souls (St. Patrick’s)
5:00 pm
Wes O’Donoghue by Family (Holy Family)
Sunday, December 13-Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
Alvin & Virginia Rohlfs by Susan Finchum (Holy Family)
8:30 am
Rev. Robert O’Connor by the Estate (St. Patrick’s)
9:00 am
Esther Smith by Byron & Alice Jodlowski (St. Mary’s)
10:00 am
Virginia Rae (nee Dowdel) Smith [In Memory of Her Birth Date, December
14, 1933 & Death Date, January 23, 1959] by Myron Ranney (Holy
Family)
10:30 am
Andrea A. Donath by Mom, Dad & Alexis (St. Thomas Aquinas)
NOTE: Reconciliation at Holy Family Church, Lincoln, each Tuesday from 4:304:55 pm and each Saturday from 3:45-4:30 pm.
Reconciliation at St. Mary’s Church, Atlanta, is held prior to 9 am Sunday Mass.
Reconciliation at St. Patrick’s Church, Elkhart, each Saturday from 3:15- 3:45 pm.
Reconciliation at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Mt. Pulaski, prior to 10:30 am
Sunday Mass.

Good stewards believe that
God, who has begun this
good work in them, will
carry it through to
completion. In words and
deeds, they can sing with the
psalmist, “The Lord has
done great things for us; we
are filled with joy!”
See Psalm 126

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
FOR THIS WEEK
Monday, December 7
Isaiah 35:1-10 / Psalm 85:914 / Luke 5:17-26
Tuesday, December 8
Genesis 3:9-15,20 / Psalm
98:1-4 / Ephesians 1:3-6,1112 / Luke 1:26-38
Wednesday, December 9
Isaiah 40:25-31 /
Psalm 103:1-4,8,10 /
Matthew 11:28-30
Thursday, December 10
Isaiah 41:13-20 /
Psalm 145:1,9-13 /
Matthew 11:11-15
Friday, December 11
Isaiah 48:17-19 / Psalm 1:14,6 / Matthew 11:16-19
Saturday, December 12
Zechariah 2:14-17 / Judith
13:18-19 / Luke 1:26-38
Sunday, December 13
Zephaniah 3:14-18 / Isaiah
12:2-6 / Philippians 4:4-7 /
Luke 3:10-18
Through the mercy of
God, may they rest
in peace.
+Rhonda Renee
McKinlay (wife of Kent
McKinlay)
+Anna Nhan Nguyen
(aunt of Father Pham)
+Mary Ann Rodriguez
(mother of Renee
Newton)
+Georgette Vaughan

ST. MARY’S,

ATLANTA
~Ministry Schedule for Monday, December 7 @ 6
pm: Reader-Paul Eckert; Servers-Alexis Finchum &
Nicholas O’Donnell; Greeters & Gift Bearers-Byron &
Alice Jodlowski

~Ministry Schedule for Sunday, December
13:

Christmas
Breakfast &
Bazaar

Reader-Laura O’Donnell; Servers-Andrew O’Donnell
& Zachary O’Donnell; Greeters & Gift Bearers-Hilde
Kampf & Pauline Owens
~Christmas Flowers: If you would like to make a
monetary donation for a poinsettia in memory/honor
of a loved one (to be placed on the altar during the
Christmas season), please make out your check to
the “St. Mary’s Altar & Rosary Society” and give it to
Phyllis Biever by Sunday, December 13.
~Cleaning/Coffee & Donuts Committee for
December Pat & Ken Conlin, Sherian McGuire &
Becky, Steve Schmidt, Laura & Katie Smock.

ST. PATRICK’S,

ELKHART

~Our Christmas Party will be held on Sunday,
December 20 after the 8:30 am Mass. Decorating
will take place immediately after Mass and then the
party will be held. Please bring a breakfast casserole
and/or coffee cake to share. Meat will be provided.
~Your Help Needed: The CCD students are
"Falling for Jesus" and would appreciate your support
over the next few Sundays. Please bring in nonperishable food items and place them in the
decorated box in the vestibule. All donations will be
made to the Holy Family Food Pantry. The children
thank you!
~Coffee & Donuts will be held on Sunday,
December 27, after the 8:30 am Mass.
~Cleaning Schedule: December 13 Mike & Deb
Schmidt / December 20 Nina Gleason & Deb Bracey.
Please clean the week before you are assigned.

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS,
MT. PULASKI

~Flower Donations for Christmas flowers are
being accepted and can be given to Shirley Buckner,
Rita Scanavino, Kathy Miller or Pam Coogan.
~Coffee & Donuts will be held this Sunday,
December 6 following the 10:30 am Mass.
~Mark Your Calendars: Our parish Christmas
party will be held next Sunday, December 13,
following Mass. Also, the parish will decorate the
church for Christmas, after Mass on Sunday,
December 20. All who are able to participate are
asked to stay after Mass to help.

Holy Year of Mercy
beginning this week on Tuesday, December 8, 2015
Pope Francis has declared “an extraordinary jubilee, a Holy
Year of Mercy that is to have God’s mercy at its center”.
Please find a “Year of Mercy” insert inside this Sunday
bulletin.

this Sunday,
December 6

7:30 am-12 Noon at
Carroll Catholic School
Enjoy the delicious
breakfast buffet!
Scrambled Eggs, Biscuits & Gravy,
Bacon, Ham, Fried Potatoes,
Cinnamon Rolls & Drink
Tickets:
Adults/$8
Children ages 4-12/$4
children 3 & under eat FREE)

Also featured will be:
be:
Raffle Table (tickets 50 cents each or 3 for
$1) / Theme Basket Raffle / Sweet Shoppe /
Cookie Corner / Grocery Cart Raffle / Cash
Drawing Raffle / Spirit Wear / Scrip Booth /
CCS Student Christmas Creations /
Children’s Room (for their Christmas
Shopping)

A PRAYER TO
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
Our Lady of Guadalupe, mystical rose,
make intercession for the Holy Church,
protect the Sovereign Pontiff,
help all those who invoke thee in their necessities,
and since thou art the ever Virgin Mary and Mother of God,
obtain for us from thy most holy Son the grace of keeping
our faith,
sweet hope in the midst of the bitterness of life,
burning charity and the precious gift of final perseverance.
Amen.

PARISH HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS
Thursday, December 24
Friday, December 25
Monday, December 28

Office Closed
Office Closed
Open 9 am to
12 Noon
Tuesday, December 29
Open 9 am to
12 Noon
Wednesday, December 30
Open 9 am to
12 Noon
Thursday, December 31
Open 9 am to
12 Noon
Friday, January 1
Office Closed
NOTE: The Parish Office is closed every Friday.
On Saturday, November 21, Levi James
Fisher, son of Kyle & Mary Fisher, was
baptized at Holy Family Church.
We welcome Levi into the Catholic faith and
congratulate him and his family.
On Sunday, November 22, Jaxson Lee
Ferguson, son of Sean and Cassidy Ferguson, was
baptized at Holy Family Church.
We welcome Jaxson into the Catholic faith and
congratulate him and his family.
Courtesy of Peasley Funeral
Home, 2016 calendars will be
distributed after Masses this
Sunday, December 6 at Holy Family and St.
Mary’s Churches and next Sunday, December
13 at St. Patrick’s and St. Thomas Aquinas
Churches. Please take only one calendar per
family. We thank Don and Crystal for their
generosity.

Come Pray the Rosary!
Come join parishioners at 9 am this
Monday, December 7, at St. Mary’s
Church, Atlanta, to pray the Rosary. A
gathering to pray the Rosary takes
place on the first Monday of each
month.

A Letter from our Bishop
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
Most of us can probably recall some religious priest,
brother, or sister who has made a positive impact on our
lives. We have experienced their consecration, their
witness, and their service in so many different facets of our
parish and of our own particular lives. It is once again, our
assistance that they call for as we undertake the Retirement
Fund for Religious collection.
Over the years, you have generously responded to this
important collection for the retired religious. The generosity
that you have provided is still not enough to offset the multibillion dollar unfunded liability that faces our elderly
religious priests, brothers, and sisters.
As they have provided us with a lifetime of service, we
want to return their offering with a moment of thanks. By
your continued generosity, we hope to continue to provide
for their many needs.
I want to thank you once again for your continued
generosity to this Retirement Fund for Religious collection.
Please know of my continued prayers, thanks, and best
wishes.
Sincerely Yours in Christ,
Most Reverent Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.
BISHOP OF PEORIA
Note: The envelope for this special collection can be found
with your monthly packet of envelopes. The collection will
be taken up at all Masses next weekend (Saturday,
December 12 & Sunday, December 13).

O COME LITTLE CHILDREN
CHILDREN's CHOIR REHEARSAL for the Christmas Eve
4:30 pm Mass will be held on Sunday, December 20th
following the 10:00 am Holy Family Mass. Rehearsal will
not be more than 20-30 minutes in length.
We would like to have more children join us.
Ruth Freesmeier
Director of Music

WATCH RAFFLE
Tickets for the WATCH Raffles are now on sale at the
Knights of Columbus Hall. From the three drawings held
thus far, two winners have been from Holy Family.
Purchase your ticket(s) and you could be a winner too!

SPECIAL DEADLINE
Due to the upcoming holidays, announcements
for the combined December 27, 2015/January 3,
2016 bulletin must be submitted to the parish
office by Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 12 Noon.

FAMILY LUNCHEON
Parishioners, and families from all four parishes are invited
to come to the next Family Luncheon to be held this
Thursday, December 10, in the Carroll Catholic School
cafeteria. Lunch will begin at 11:45 am, with a menu of:
Chicken Tenders, Cheesy Breadstick, Romaine/Spinach
Salad and Pears. No fee is required, but donations will be
accepted.

“Feed the Hungry”
Season’s Greetings from the Staff at
The Center for Youth and Family Solutions
Once again we are approaching the time of year where the
Families we serve need the most help. The staff at The
Center for Youth and Family Solutions would like to thank
you all for your generosity in the past for your help with our
Angel Tree program. Angel trees have been placed in the
back of Holy Family, St. Mary’s, St. Thomas Aquinas and
St. Patrick’s Churches. If you would like to help a family
or a foster child, please choose a bell or round tag for a
child or a tree shaped tag for a family from the tree. The
family tags will ask for common household items that the
family might need to keep their children in their home. The
items listed on any of the tags you choose are only
suggested, so please do not feel obligated to purchase
everything on the list. After you have made your purchase,
you can return the gift to the church, bring it to our office
(2100 West 5th Street, Lincoln) or call The Center for Youth
and Family Solutions office (217) 732-3771 to arrange for
someone to pick the gift up. We are asking that all
gifts be returned by December 14th so we will have
enough time to distribute the gifts to all our families.
Please help give each child and family a Merry Christmas.
Thank you-the Center for Youth & Family Solutions Staff

The Sanctuary Candle
on the Altar at . . .

Holy Family Church is lit this week
In Memory of Alice Jensen
requested by
Todd, Alicia, Allison & Jacob Baker.

St. Patrick’s Church is lit this week
for Special Intentions
requested by Joan Lewis.

Traveling over the holidays?
If you are planning a vacation/visit or
even an overnight stay, you can go
online to masstimes.org and find a
church near where you are staying so
that you may still fulfill your obligation by
attending Mass each weekend.

The Holy Family Food Pantry is in need of food staples
such as: fruit, macaroni & cheese, vegetables, soup,
cereal, and other such nonperishable items to help
replenish the pantry shelves. To collect these items, at
Holy Family there is a shopping cart located to the right in
the main entrance, at St. Mary’s a box is provided in the
gathering area, St. Patrick’s and St. Thomas Aquinas items
may be left in the main entrance. Thank you for all your
past support.

Prayer Chain for our
Logan County Catholic Community
New Prayer Chain for our Logan County Catholic
Community Our new prayer chain is up and running.
Parishioners who were members of previous prayer chains
should have received an email notifying them that they
were admitted to the new prayer chain and an email testing
the new prayer chain. For those parishioners who have
received these emails, the way to request prayers is to
send an email to lcc4- prayer-chain@googlegroups.com.
Your Prayer Request will then be sent to all members of our
Prayer Chain. If you would like to subscribe to the new
prayer chain, follow the “Join Prayer Chain” link located on
the Logan County Catholic website. When your web
browser opens you will see two options. Click on
“Subscribe to this group” option. The next step will be to
follow the instructions in the pop-up box. You should
receive an email within 48 hours that indicates you have
been accepted as a member of the prayer chain. If you
have any questions please call or email the Parish Office.
Remember the following
in your prayers:
Rose Rupnik, Anne Lowry, Anna
Beckers, Les Jarnagin, Danny Clark,
Steve Coogan, Tom Romer,
Georgette Vaughan, Mike Lowry, Paul
SICK
Lowry, Marilyn Talmage, Gay (Ruble)
Conder, Matthew Lowry and all the members of the armed
forces of our country. If you would like to add a name to the
list, call the office at (217) 732-4019 or email
mklohrenz@logancountycatholic.org

PLEASE
PRAY
FOR
THE

SPONSOR
OF THE WEEK
We thank our sponsors for their support.
Please patronize our bulletin sponsors.
Our bulletins are printed free of charge to
all our four parishes due to these
sponsors.

Carroll
Catholic
School
Culver’s Day is held on the
third Wednesday of each
month, with the next one
taking place on December
16, from 10:30 am-10 pm. Please patronize Culver’s
and remember to mention Carroll School when
making your purchase.

Do you Sew?
Do you do Embroidery?
If you answered “yes” to either, or both, of the above
questions, then your talents are needed. Volunteers are
needed to sew baptismal bibs and do embroidery on them
for the infant baptisms that take place at each of our four
parishes. If you are interested in sharing your God given
talents, please call the parish office at (217) 732-4019.

Come Enjoy a . . .
nice afternoon of Christmas music in a
beautiful old church.
As noted in the poster at left, this
concert will be held on Sunday,
December 13 at 3 pm at St. Joseph
Catholic Church, 103 Richard Pryor,
Peoria, IL. No tickets are required, only
a non-perishable food item. One of our
Logan County Roman Catholic
Community parishioners, Nancy Davis,
is a member of this choir.
The choir will perform songs at this
concert that they will again sing for
Pope Francis on January 6, 2016 at the
Mass of the Epiphany at St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome.

November 21/22, 2015 Sunday Collection
July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016
Parish

WEEKLY
Required

Received

$7,662.00

$5,602.90

$985.00

$761.00

St. Patrick’s

$1,205.00

St. Thomas Aquinas

$1,028.00

Holy Family
St. Mary’s

YEAR TO DATE
Surplus/(Shortfall)

Required

Received

On-Line Giv-

Surplus/(Shortfall)

($2,059.10) $160,902.00

$132,728.65

$10,080.00

($224.00)

$20,685.00

$20,962.99

$1,375.00

$1,652.99

$1,105.50

($99.50)

$25,305.00

$26,559.27

$865.00

$2,119.27

$603.00

(425.00)

$21,588.00

$20,758.00

$625.00

($18,093.35)

($205.00)

Totals do not include donations for: Easter, Memorials, Food Pantry, Diocesan Collections, Estates, Utilities,
Missionary Collections, Building Funds, Capital Campaigns and Miscellaneous Donations.

November 28/29, 2015 Sunday Collection
July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016
Parish

WEEKLY

YEAR TO DATE

Required

Received

$7,662.00

$5,729.64

$985.00

$1,062.00

$77.00

St. Patrick’s

$1,205.00

$2,096.10

$891.10

St. Thomas Aquinas

$1,028.00

$744.00

Holy Family
St. Mary’s

Surplus/(Shortfall)

Received

On-Line Giv-

($1,932.36) $168,564.00

$138,458.29

$11,005.00

$21,670.00

$22,024.99

$1,375.00

$1,729.99

$26,510.00

$28,655.37

$865.00

$3,010.37

$22,616.00

$21,502.00

$750.00

($284.00)

Required

Surplus/(Shortfall)
($19,100.71)

($364.00)

Totals do not include donations for: Easter, Memorials, Food Pantry, Diocesan Collections, Estates, Utilities,
Missionary Collections, Building Funds, Capital Campaigns and Miscellaneous Donations.
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Alicia Baker & Mary Kay Lohrenz, Secretaries ~ Ruth Freesmeier, Director of Music
Carroll Catholic School (217) 732-7518 - David Welch, Principal ~ Jennifer Craig, Secretary
Holy Cross & St. Mary Cemeteries (217) 732-9694 - Tom Larson, Sexton

IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE BLESSINGS WE HAVE—
HAVE—
“GIVING BACK” IDEAS DURING THIS SPECIAL TIME OF YEAR !!
Listed at right are just a few suggestions for Advent
charity giving. There are many other good charitable
organizations that will benefit from your donations.
Whatever organization you choose to support, know that
you are helping to make the world a better place. If you
have any questions about any of the mentioned charities,
please call the parish office (217) 732-4019.

Holy Family Food Pantry
Love Repeated
(Aid to the Rulenge-Ngara
Diocese of Tanzania, East Africa)
Carroll Catholic School
**Carroll Catholic PIE Chart Items

Donations of cash or checks are accepted.

Please

make your check payable to Holy Family or St. Mary’s or St.
Patrick’s or St. Thomas Aquinas or Carroll Catholic School
and indicate, in the memo line, what charity you would like
your donation(s) sent.

*Coffee/PJ’s for the deployed troops can be
dropped off at the parish office (316 South Logan Street,
Lincoln) during regular business hours (Monday-Thursday 8
am-4 pm).

**PARTNERS IN EDUCATION (PIE)
List for Carroll Catholic School
Please note the following projects that still need funding for
Carroll School:
General Operations (salaries, utilities, supplies)
Saxon Math Series (Grades 5 & 6)
4th Grade Listening Center
Teacher Desks (9 needed)
Library Furniture & Books
Lobby Entry Mat
Cafeteria Acoustic Panels
Reading Wonders (Grade 1 Reading Curriculum)
Reading Wonders (Grade 3 Reading Curriculum)
Student Scholarships
Milk Cooler
Cafeteria Chairs (112 needed)
STEM Curriculum (Grades 3-8)
Shurley English Curriculum (Grades 5-8)
Use the coupon below to accompany your donation.

Please accept my generous contribution of $
I wish for my gift to be used for
Name of donor
Address

Diocesan Annual Development Appeal
Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA
Holy Family Capital Campaign
Holy Family Building Fund
Holy Family Music Fund
St. Mary’s Cemetery
Holy Cross Cemetery
St. Mary’s Building Fund
St. Patrick’s Building Fund
St. Thomas Aquinas Building Fund
Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL
Landstuhl Hospital Care Project
(supports the wounded warriors at Landstuhl
Medical Center and in the USA)
Phone Cards for the Troops
Angel Tree (one in each parish)
Together for Holy Family
Rotary Foundation
*Coffee/PJ’s for the Deployed Troops

. (Make checks payable to Carroll Catholic School)
.

