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HOLY FAMILY ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH, 316 S. Logan St., Lincoln, IL     
ST. MARY ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH, 808 NW Pearl St., Atlanta, IL
ST. PATRICK ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH, 213 S. Bogardus St., Elkhart, IL 
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH, 321 S. Lafayette St., Mt. Pulaski, IL

Week of 12/22/2024 - 12/28/2024

The red Altar Sanctuary Candle 
Holy Family is lit this week in memory of 
Greg “Flako” Feldman by his Family.

St. Mary is lit this week for Janet Bell by 
Joseph Bell.

St. Patrick is lit this week for the special 
intentions of the Logan County Catholic 
Community.

St. Thomas Aquinas is lit this week in 
memory of Vinny Trauner by his Aunts & 
Uncles.

The blue candle at the Mary Queen of 
Peace Statue near the altar at Holy 
Family is lit this week in memory of Joni 
Marten by Galen & Family.

The blue candle at the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Statue near votive candles 
at Holy Family is lit this week for the 
special intention of safe Christmas travels.

To sponsor a sanctuary candle, call Alicia Baker at 217-
732-4019 or email abaker@logancountycatholic.com. 

Week of 12/22/2024

If the Mass Intention is in memory of your loved one, please consider bringing 
up the gifts. Contact an usher 10 minutes prior to Mass or call the parish office. 

Saturday, December 21 - Vigil Mass for the 4th Sunday of Advent 
4:00pm   Holy Family: In honor of Francis Schreiner by John Peifer

[with Drive-Thru Communion from 4:45-5:00pm] 

Sunday, December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00am   St. Patrick: In memory of Raymond Smith by his Family
8:30am   St. Mary: A Mass for the People

10:00am  Holy Family: For the Special Intentions of Bob & Diane’s health by 
Laura Sandrolini

[with Drive-Thru Communion from 10:45-11:00am] 
10:00am  St. Thomas Aquinas: In memory of Vinny Trauner by his Aunts & 

Uncles

Monday, December 23
8:00am   Holy Family: In memory of Joseph “Joe” Fitzpatrick by Jerry & 

Sally Cecil

Tuesday, December 24 - Vigil Mass of the Solemnity of the Nativity 
of Our Lord

8:00am  Holy Family: In memory of Inez Mitchell by Guy & Susan 
Williamson

4:00pm Holy Family: In memory of Greg “Flako” Feldman by his Family
[with Drive-Thru Communion from 4:45-5:00pm] 

4:00pm St. Patrick: In memory of Albert & Agnes Durchholz by the 
Durchholz Family

6:00pm   St. Mary: In Thanksgiving for Janet Bell on our Anniversary by 
Joseph Bell

6:00pm St. Thomas Aquinas: In memory of Patrick Boyle & Vinny Trauner 
by their Families

9:00pm Holy Family: In memory of Paul & Madeline Harmon by their 
Family 

Wednesday, December 25 - Solemnity of The Nativity of Our Lord
9:00am  Holy Family: In memory of Boone O’Donoghue by Marsha & 

Kelsey 
[with Drive-Thru Communion from 9:45-10:00am] 

Thursday, December 26 - Feast of St. Stephen, The First Martyr
8:00am  Holy Family: In memory of Fred Finchum by Lynn & Sandy Aper & 

Family

Friday, December 27 - Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
8:00am   Holy Family: In memory of Tom Cochran by Lynn & Sandy Aper 

& Family

Saturday, December 28 - Vigil Mass for Sunday (Feast of the Holy 
Innocents, Martyrs)

4:00pm   Holy Family: In memory of Becky Rempe by Tim Rempe
                 [with Drive-Thru Communion from 4:45-5:00pm] 

Sunday, December 29 - Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary & Joseph

8:00am   St. Patrick: In memory of Francis Schreiner by Jerry & Janet 
Langenbahn

8:30am   St. Mary: A Mass for the People
10:00am  Holy Family: In memory of Daniel Goetsch & Sandra Burr by Lee 

& Donna Burr
[with Drive-Thru Communion from 10:45-11:00am] 

10:00am  St. Thomas Aquinas: In memory of Margaret & Elmer Critchenau 
by Cecilia Wessbecher

*Based on the availability of clergy, this schedule may change. Please check the parish website calendar for any changes or additions.

Reconciliation
Holy Family Church: Tuesday 7:30-8:00am before the 8am Mass & Saturday 2:45-3:30pm before the 4pm Mass  
St. Patrick Church, Elkhart: prior to Sunday Mass
St. Mary Church, Atlanta: prior to Sunday Mass
St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Mt. Pulaski: prior to Sunday Mass

 Adoration: Holy Family Church, Lincoln: Thursday 3:00-6:00pm, Divine Mercy Chaplet recited at 3:00pm 

 Infant Baptism: Parents are asked to attend a baptism preparation session before the Baptism of their child. Please 
phone the parish office to register.

 Marriages: Arrangements must be made 6 months in advance for the desired wedding date. Please phone the parish 
office to receive further information and to reserve your special day.

ST. MARY LECTOR
SCHEDULE

12/22 - Ed Jodlowski

12/29 - Matt McGhee

01/05 - Matt McGhee

01/12 - Laura O’Donnell

01/19 - Laura O’Donnell

01/26 - Ed Jodlowski

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Holy Family:  Bob Barger, Peggy Morrow, 
Jim Wessbecher
St. Mary: Joe Bell, Jan Bicknell, Zachary 
Craig
St. Patrick: Cheryl Davis, Blane Olson
St. Thomas Aquinas:  Karen Edgecombe, 
Kathy Miller

ST. MARY ALTAR
SOCIETY

St. Mary’s Altar 
Society invites all 
members of our 
parish to upcoming 
meetings held the 
FIRST Monday at 
6pm in the church 
hall, unless 
otherwise noted. 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

12/24: Christmas Vigil Masses

4pm - Holy Family  4pm - St. Patrick 

6pm - St. Thomas Aquinas    6pm - St. Mary

9pm - Holy Family

12/25: Christmas Day - 9am at Holy Family

12/24/24-1/5/25: Parish Office Closed

12/31: - Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother 
of God - Holy Day of Obligation (Vigil Masses)

5:30pm Holy Family 

6:00pm St. Mary 

1/1/25: Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother 
of God - Holy Day of Obligation 

9am Holy Family



SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK

Monday, December 23
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 / Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14 / Lk 1:57-66

Tuesday, December 24
The Nativity of the Lord

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29 / 
Lk 1:67-79

Vigil Mass
Is 62:1-5 / Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 / 

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 / Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25

Mass during the Night
Is 9:1-6 / Ps 96:1-3, 11-13 / Ti 2:11-14 / Lk 2:1-14

Wednesday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord

Mass at Dawn: 
Is 62:11-12 / Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12 / Ti 3:4-7 / Lk 2:15-20

Mass during the Day:
Is 52:7-10 / Ps 98:1-6 / Heb 1:1-6 / 

Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14

Thursday, December 26
Acts 6:8-10 & 7:54-59 / Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17 / 

Mt 10:17-22  

Friday, December 27
1 Jn 1:1-4 / Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 / Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Saturday, December 28
1 Jn 1:5 -2:2 / Ps 124:2-5, 7cd-8 / Mt 2:13-18

Sunday, December 29
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 / Ps 128:1-5 or 

Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 / Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 
or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 / Lk 2:41-52

THE HOLY FATHER’S MONTHLY

GLOBAL PRAYER INTENTIONS - DECEMBER

The Holy Father has entrusted his 2024 monthly prayer 
intentions to the Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network. You 
can find more information about the Pope's Worldwide 
Prayer Network for the USA on their website at Home -
Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network (popesprayerusa.net). 

December: For pilgrims of hope

We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith, 
helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives, 
and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian 
hope. Adapted from USCCB.org

MONTHLY DEDICATION - DECEMBER

December is dedicated to the Advent Season. 

Advent starts the new Liturgical Year and can be seen as 
another opportunity to spiritually begin anew. It means “to 
come to.” Looking at the Advent Wreath (symbolizing 
eternity) we light each week, the purple candles represent 
the prayer, penance, and charitable works initiated during 
this season. The rose candle is lit on the Third Sunday of 
Advent known as Gaudete Sunday which means “rejoice” 
and marks the halfway point until Christ’s birth at 
Christmas. By lighting these we symbolize the expectation
and hope of our Lord’s first coming into the world and the 
anticipation of his second coming at the end of time, in 
addition to his daily coming to us during Communion. We 
can Fast, Give Alms, and participate in the Giving/Angel 
Trees in these 40 days of preparation for his coming.
Adapted from USCCB.org

Pope Francis has declared that 2025 will 

be celebrated as a Jubilee Year of 

Pilgrims of Hope. He has invited local 

Bishops to open that Year of Jubilee in 

their Diocese on December 29, 2024, the 

Feast of the Holy Family. Bishop Tylka invites you to join him 
as he celebrates the 10:30am Mass at the Cathedral of St. 

Mary, Peoria to Open the Year of Jubilee. There will be a pre-

Mass ritual that will begin at 10:00am at the Spalding 

Pastoral Center which will include a Gospel reading, a 

reading from the Papal Bull for the Jubilee Year, and a 

procession to the Cathedral. The ritual will continue at the 

beginning of Mass with a showing of the Cross with the relic 

of the True and a Sprinkling Rite. All who wish are invited to 

join us for that ritual.

https://popesprayerusa.net/
https://popesprayerusa.net/


Please “Pray for the 
Sick” by remembering 
the following people 
in your prayers: 

Mike Lowry, Paul Lowry, Terri Lowry, 
Laura Lowry, Sean Lowry, Elijah Cox, 
Guinevere Decker, Ruth Young, Rodney 
Alberts, Jill Alberts, Linda Wright, Steve 
Schmidt, Ryan Butler, Donna Burr, Paula 
Rutherford, Gavin Fox, Rita Johnson, 
Adelyn Jones, McKayla Nye, Gavin 
Shuler, Phillip Brown, Christina Clementz, 
Mike Kavanaugh, Linda H., Mark L., Deb 
Jordan, Dwayne Knapp, Esme Avart, Rita 
Scanavino, Thomas Siegel, Asher Phillips, 
Kristin Wright, Melinda Spangler, Phil 
Dehner, Alexa Cunningham, Mary 
Masterson, Marcia Bidwell, Sandra 
Buttell, Debi Hardin, Ann LaMothe, 
Teresa Tripplett, Curt C., Eddie Pharis, 
Shirley Davis, Mike Young, Shirley 
O’Donoghue, Dan Dankosky, Bridget 
Dutcher, Tinley Rubenacker, John 
Barrick, Tom Berta, Eric Faith, Jerry 
Boyle, Dave Morrow, Caroline & Mike 
Spaniol, Steve “Hacker” Aue, Jennifer 
Roedz, Dan Riccolo, Diana Purdue, Joyce 
Lichtenwalter, Sally Velasco, Ann 
Baunach Ilene Davis, Tim McCormick, 
Bonnie Frawley, Jeane Connolley, Cheryl 
Farney, Jack Sprague, David Sanborn, 
Kathy Miller, Pat French, Jack Peifer,  
Johanna Grigsby, Charlie Dumire, Bryan 
Finchum, Phyllis’ family, Steve Panissidi, 
Bob McCue, Carol & Bob Barger, Aria 
Grigsby-Spitnale, Ron Nye, John 
Hebenstreit, Tina Huff, and Family, Nurse 
Lancaster, Cindy & Kenny Frericks, Ann 
Knuffman, Greg Harmon, Pam Baker, 
David Vale, Lois, Mirtha & Nicolas 
Barrios, Kimm & family, Adalynn 
Williams, Angela Piglia, Raeleigh Bess, 
Eric Ewald, Faith Stagnolia, Donna 
Bolton, Pat Dugan, Nancy Stevens  &  
sons, the Salas Family, Becky Maestas, 
Cheryl Davis, Mike Shay, Bandy Aye, 
Carol Grunder, Sherry Miles, Linda 
Barrick, Karen Lowery, Cheryl 
Moscardelli, Rachel Santana and family, 
Marty J Clementz, Jr., Bridget Chiodo, 
Carol Ann Connelly,  the Newton family 
and their twin newborns, Candice Rose, 
Nathan Cravatt, Dan Durchholz, Wil 
Buse, all children and families facing 
medical challenges, and all the members 
of the armed forces of our country. 

To add a loved one contact Isabel Vidal at 
732-4019 or ividal@logancountycatholic.com.

NOTICE: REGARDING NAMES ON THE

“PRAY FOR THE SICK” LIST

LET US KNOW IF WE MAY REMOVE ANY

NAMES FROM THE PRAYER LIST. PLEASE

REACH OUT TO ISABEL VIDAL BY EMAIL

(IVIDAL@LOGANCOUNTYCATHOLIC.ORG)
OR CALL THE RECTORY (217-732-4019, 
EXT. 2202)

Picking Up on God’s Hints

Most of us would like it if God would make it super clear to us what He wanted 
us to do. Even Mary at the Annunciation clearly knew what God was asking of 
her through the angel Gabriel’s message.

However, when Mary traveled to see her cousin Elizabeth directly after the 
Annunciation during the first days of her pregnancy, she went on a hint. She was 
a fifteen-year-old girl going to assist an elderly cousin and perhaps seek her 
advice simply because the angel Gabriel mentioned that Elizabeth, her cousin, 
was pregnant and was in her sixth month. There was nothing about Elizabeth 
being the mother of the forerunner of the Messiah. There was no clear-cut, can’t
-be-missed declaration that it was God’s will that Mary go and visit her. There 
was just a mention. In the English translation, the mention is just about 20 
words out of the 200 words she heard that morning. 

Such an announcement would have left most of us wondering and worrying and 
scurrying about in concern for ourselves. Mary instead went in haste, putting her 
cousin first. Mary dropped everything and left, not because she was commanded 
to, but because she got the hint.

There are certain times when we make formal discernments as we seek the will 
of God in our lives. I’ve learned that most of the time, however, we discover 
God’s call to us by picking up on the hints He is dropping all around us. Mary 
“got the hint” when she heard the mention of Elizabeth being with child, because 
she was ever seeking to please the Lord, attuned to the way God works in the 
world, and because her heart was full of compassion and kindness for others, 
putting their needs before her own. As we prepare for Christmas we are 
immersed in all three of these qualities of Mary’s heart: seeking,  waiting and 
loving; being attuned to both God and others; putting others’ needs before our 
own. 

In these remaining days of Advent and through the Christmas season, keep your 
eyes and ears and heart open to pick up on all the hints God is dropping. These 
hints are the way He indicates what He desires of you. If you do so, then your 
Christmas celebration will truly be joyous.

By Sr. Kathryn Hermes for Diocesan

The Signs of God

Midnight Christmas Mass was always my favorite as a kid. We would get all 
dressed up and enter the beautiful Church with all the decorations and the 
nativity scene. It's like I can still smell the pine trees and see the glow of the 
Christmas lights. I think we probably all have memories that bring us back to the 
Christmas season. Whether it is the smell of freshly baked cookies or the 
Christmas ham roasting for hours, these physical signs point us back to 
memories and experiences that we have enjoyed. 

The Gospel from the Christmas Mass during the Night proclaims, "For today in 
the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this 
will be a sign for you." This has me thinking about the importance of physical 
signs. Wedding rings are exchanged as a sign of commitment. Gifts are 
exchanged as a sign of love or friendship. In today's Gospel we have the signs of 
the manger and the swaddling clothes that are communicating to us that God 
has become flesh. Signs are important for us.

The beautiful thing about the signs we have in the Catholic Church is that they 
go beyond mere symbols. Today we commemorate not just a sign of God's love 
in clothes and a structure, but we commemorate God literally taking on flesh to 
be a physical and effective sign of his love. Not just a sign in the sense of 
symbolic representation, but a sign that is so real and so effective that it literally 
becomes what it signifies. 

We see this played out in every Mass. We start with the Liturgy of the Word 
where we read from Scripture. But that Word, throughout the course of the 
Mass, becomes so living, so real, so physical, so effective, that the Word of God 
literally becomes flesh for us on the altar. This is the very thing we celebrate this 
Christmas season. We can think back to all the great symbols that plunge us 
deeply into beautiful memories of family life, but let's set aside some special time 
today to focus on the fact that God transcends all earthly signs and literally 
becomes one of us. He wants to be one with you and with me. If there is 
nothing else we take out of our celebrations today, I think it would do us well to 
focus on that reality. God loves you enough that he was born in a manger to 
have a relationship with you and one day be with you forever in paradise. 

From all of us here at Diocesan, Merry Christmas and God bless! / Tommy Shultz



The Holy Family Food Pantry extends a huge thank you to Tom Peifer and the Krueger 
Elevator for organizing the 12/10/24 Holy Family Food Pantry Donation drop off! 

We would also like to thank the many donors from Lincoln, Logan County, surrounding 
towns, and counties for your amazing generosity. Many thanks also go out to 
everyone who volunteered to transfer the donations from the Krueger Elevator to our 
food pantry and organized everything for the upcoming holiday distribution dates.

So many giving hearts at a time when many need us to be Christ to them. Remember 
your help is an outward manifestation of the call to be like him and a huge form of 
evangelization! Blessings to all, a safe and Merry Christmas, and a Happy 2025.
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